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may be feared, may imperil her life if the negotiations in France are entirely
discovered.   Hercules [the Duke of Guise] has been duly warned   .   .   . '51
And Tassis wrote to King Philip, from Paris:
" Although I am sure Don Bernardino de Mendoza will give an account and
explanation of the fresh persecution of the Catholics in England, I think well also
to send your Majesty a short relation which was given me by one of our English
friends.
They are sure that nothing of this is caused by any real suspicion on the part
of the Queen, of the plan they have in hand ... 7 have urged them by
every possible means to have any suspicion on her part lulled . . . The lady
is so suspicious, and there was always danger in the matter being in so many
hands."
Tassis dreaded for Throckmorton " what they may wring out of him about
them, by torture, although they tell me he is so faithful a gentleman, that they have
no fear " of his incriminating them.3
Mendoza's next letter to the King from London deplored that he was" unable
to learn anything that is not publicly talked about in thei street corners; as all my
channels of information have been stopped through these arrests. Not only do
people avoid converse with me, but persons of all conditions dare not even look
at my servants; and the Councillors are publicly using expressions from which it
may be inferred that the Queen will order me to leave the country , . ."
We have seen how this ensued a few weeks later; and how Mendoza, audaciously
denying to the Council that he ever conspired at all, had sarcastically rebuked Queen
Elizabeth for not appreciating him.
If we did not know of the Spanish alliance of the English Catholics it would
seem unnecessary that " one and twenty leusuites, seminaries, and other massing
priests late prisoners in the Tower of London, Marshalsee, and King's bench, were
shipped at the Tower wharfie," (the following January) " to be conveied towards
France, and banished this realm for ever." (This was regarded by Elizabeth as an
act of mercy; others having been " condemned and executed.")3
These Catholic recusants were taken across in a bark called the " Marie Martin
of Colchester "; which " by force of weather arid chase of pirates" was driven to
Boulogne, where the exiles were landed, and sent to their various destinations.
Holinshed prints a letter in which, while expressing their " grief of mind " at having
had to leave their native country, they thank the shipmaster, and the Queen's yeoman
usher, for courtesy and kindness on their sorrowful journey.4
1 Cal. S.P. Spanish, III. No. 362. p. 510.
2Ib: p. 511.   See E.E., ante, p. 253.
3Holinshed, IV, ^554.   See Mendoza to K. Philip, Cal: S.P.S. III. p. 538: "An Act was passed"
etc.; "passage will be found for any port they may choose." 1584-5.
Mb: p. 556.   See also Catholic Records, vol II, Item 3, for lists of prisoners.

